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Marx X. 21. 


Then Jeſus bebolding bim, loved bim, and 
ſaid unto bim, One Thing thou lackeſt---- 


* E have juſt been engaged in that ſeaſd⸗ 
| nable Work of rendring our Praiſes and 
Thankſgivings to Go p for the ſigna 


and memorable Mercies of this Bleſſed 
Day ; A Day diſtinguiſh'd by that never: to- be- for- 
gotten Deliverance from the Popiſh Gun- Powder Plot 
in the Year 1605. and from all thoſe Miſeries and 
Sorrows that our Enemies deſign'd ſhould be conſe- 
* upon it: A Plot formed in Hell, and purſued 
by the Inſtruments of Satan, till it was almoſt brought 
to a full Execution, when Gos, in his infinite Mercy, 
laid open the Helliſh Contrivance, and ſav'd our juſt 


expiring Nation. But a new and yet greater Glory 


has been added to this Happy Day, by that amazing 
Deliverance that Gop did again vouchſafe us from the 
| Feri Religion, and from Arbitrary Power (in the 

ear 1688.) after they had made ſuch bold and daring 
r ances upon us; A Deliverance effected in a man 


ner 


| 


r 


ner ſo joyfully ſurprizing and gracious, and ſo much 

redounding to the Immortal Honour of the Glorious 
Inſtrument whom Gop employ'd, THE GRE AF 
KING WILLIAM, that more 1 Poſterity 
are like to tranſmit it to the End of T1 


ime with greater 
Thankfulneſs and Wonder than the Men of the preſent 
Day do Review it. 85 

I HAVE ſeveral Times, upon the Return of this 
Day, endeavour to aſſiſt you in a ſuitabls Comme- 
moration of theſe Illuſtrigus Inſtances of the Wiſdom, 
Power and Goodneſs of Go p; and have ſometimes 
publiſh'd what was deliver'd upon theſe Occaſions : If 
you ſee ſit to peruſe again, what J ſuppoſe may be in 
the Hands of many of you, I hope it will not be alto- 
gether unprofitable. In that Diſcourſe, which bears 
the Title of The REVOLUTIO N, or the Redemption 
of God's People, T gontributed as much as I waz capable 
in fuch a Way, for reminding you of the Debt that 
was due to the Author and to the Inſtrument of the 
Latter Deliverance, to Gop and to King WILLIAM. 

I THEREFORE propoſe to improve the Remain- 
ing Part of this Time, according to your own particular 
Requeſt, in addreſſing my ſelf to you; as a RELIGI- 
OUS SOCIETY, and with a particular Regard to 


the Younczs PERSONSs amongſt you. With this 


Ag Deſign I have pitch'd upon theſs Words, 
Like 18, 18, Which refer to a Youngs *GrxTteman, 
12 who had enter d into ſome Diſcourſe with 
our Bleſſed Redeemer, which he begun with enquiring 
of Him, bat be ſhould do that be might inherit Eternal 
Life. The other Evangeliſts inform us, that he was a 
Rich Man, and had great Poſſeſſions; that he was a 
Ruler, probably one of the Magiſtrates of his Town, 
or the Head of his Family, or the like; and from theſe 
Accounts we might gather ſome proper Inſtructions : 
But ic will be more to the preſent Purpoſe to conſider 
im under the Character of a Toung Man, 
ICCbap. 19.20. as St. Matthew acquaints us, he was. 
N Naaii gas. Some tell us, that the Qriginal * Word 
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Faithful-Warning to Toung Perſons. 7 
ſignifies one that has not reach'd the 28th Year of his 
Age.“ In our Language we mean by a Young Man, 
one that is in the Prime of Life, and in the Flower of 
his Time, and ſuch a one was the Few in the Text, 
which informs us of To Things concerning him. 


Firſt, THAT there was fomething Recommending 
in him, for which our Lord lov'd him. 

_ Secondly, THAT there was ſomething Defective in 
him, with which He charg'd hirn. 


- Firſt, THERE was ſomething Recommending, for 
which He loved him. Then Feſus beholding bim, loved 
bim. What that was which attracted the Love of 
Chriſt to him, I ſhall have occaſion to obſerve preſent- 
ly, and ſhallhereonly enquire in what Senſe our Lord 
is ſaid to love him. And in anſwer to this, let us, 
FIRST, Conſider Chrift as Man; and {0 he was af 
fected towards him, as an eminently Good Perſon 
would be towards a civil, ſober, well-diſpoſed Young 
Man, whom he has occaſion to take ſome more parti- 
cular notice of, by the Application he makes to him. 
Let any ſerious Perſon then reflect, how he is wont to 
find himſelf affected towards ſuch an one, and he may 
thence in ſome meaſure conceive how Chriſt is ſaid to 
love this young Queriſt. He could not but be'pleas'd 
with his. Civil Deportment, his Moral Righteouſneſs, 
and thoſe good Diſpoſitions that appear'd to be in him. 
He Approved. of whatever was Good, whatever was 
Lovely in it ſelf, and efeem'd the Young Man for 
ſuch Accompliſhments as theſe. we | 
AGAIN, Conſider Chriſt as He is Gov 5 and ſo 
indeed He could not be faid to Love him, with that 
{ar diſtinguiſhing Love, that Love of Complacency aid 
Delight, that the Regenerate alone are the Objects of; 
who having a new State of things introduc'dinto their 
Souls, the Great God diſcerns in them his own Image, 
and therein what is highly agreeable and ſuitable to 
his Nature and Will. Thus, I fay, our Lord did e ij 
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8 Faithful Warning to Toung Perſons. 
„love him, for he lets him know in the Text, that he 
was defective in the main thing, that which ſhou'd re- 
commend him to this ſpecial Love of Gon, and there. 
upon ſends him away ſorrowful, and takes Oecaſion 
to obſerve from it, How hardly ſball they that have Riches 
enter into the Kingdom of Goo? 3345 oh 
BUT yet, as Gov, He loved him with a more gene- 
ral and common Love, a Love of Approbation ſo far, and 
4 Love of Pity. He approved whatever was truly good 
and excellent in him, and thoſe Advances he made a- 
bove others; and pity d him whom he knew, notwith- 
ſtanding, to be under the Government of ſome pre- 
vailing Luſts, ſuch as he foreſaw would keep him from 
a Compliance with his Commands, and fo exclude 
him from Eternal Life. For, 
Secondly, THERE was ſomething defeftive in him, 
with which our Lord charg'd him. He ſaid unto him, 
one thing thou lackeſt————>— This One, was à main 
Thing, and of ſo great Importance in Religion, that 
whatever he poſſeſs d, which was commendable: and 
lovely, was but little, in Compariſam of that wherein 
he was deſective; what that was, you ſhall preſently 
hear. Our Lord's charging him with the Want of it, 
was an Inſtance of Faithfulneſs and Love to his Soul. 
The faithful Jeſus could not do, (as too many have 
done in like Caſes) flatter him that all was well, be- 
cauſe his out ward Converſation had beeti clear of grof- 
ſer Enormities, and ſo far blameleſs: For it was the 
profeſſed Buſineſs of the Redeemer, to inſtruct the 
Children of Men how they may come to inberit ter- 
nal Life, of which this Jew being ſenſible, comes to 
receive Inſtruction from Him; ſo that it could not 
have been conſiſtent with the Faithfulneſs of Chriſt, 
and his Love to Souls, to let him go'off with a vain 
Opinion, . that all was well, or uninform'd of what 
was lacking in him. I f 
SO that the Truth I ſhall inſiſt on, is this, viz. 
II is an Inſtance of Faithfulneſs and Love to Souls, to 
warn Young Perſons, in whomthere may appear ſome things 
: r(e 


a 


L 


— and lovely; that yer rhey may poſſibly be de- 
feckive in that which is abſolately neceſſary to their attaining 
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Eternal Life. - 
IN the Ptoſceiition of this, I ſhall, 


I. SHOW whit there may be Recommending and 

Lovely in Young Perſons, in whom that which 

zs ot the greateſt Importance may ſtill be wanting. 

II. WHAT that is, of ſich Importance, that may 

_ - be ſtill wanting, while yet there may be much that 
is Recommending and Lovely. 

III. 1 SHALL obſerve that it is an AR of Faithful- 
neſs and Love to Souls, to warn Young Perſons 
of this. And then, 

IV. APPLY the whole, 


L WHAT may there be that is Recommending 


and Lovely in Young Perfons, in whom that which is 


of the greateſt Importance may yet be wanting? 

I SHALL anſwer and illuſtrate this; by reviewing 
the Inſtance in the Text, and ſo ſhall ſhow you what 
it was, for which our Lord loved this Man. 

Fit, HIS civil Deportment and Carriage was very 
remarkable, and attractive of Love and Eſteem ; This 
appear'd in his preſent Addreſs to our Lord, and that 
both in the Geftare, and by the Expreſſion in which he 
ſalutes Him, We are told, He kneeled to Him, to ſig- 
nify the Veneration he had for ſo Eminent a Prophet 
ind Teacher, which was the more obſervable in a 
Rich Man and 2 Ruler: And as for the Language in 
which he expreſsd himfelf, it follows, GOOD MA- 
STER, what ſhall I do, &c? He calls him Maſter, and 
adds the Title of Good, the Language in which they 
were wont to ſalute their Learned Rabbi's and Teach- 
ers: And tho” Feſus ſaid unto bim, why calleſt thou me 
Good? He did not deſign fimply to blame him, for gi» 
ring Him this Title, but to take Occaſion to argue 
with him about it, and from thence to lead him into 
ſomething he had hitherto 1 ignorant of, 
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A CIVIL and ſuitable Behaviour and Carriage to- 


wards all with whom they have to do, is truly Com- 
mendable-and Lovely in Young Perſons: There is a 
Decency and a Grace in their Deportment, and the 
manner in which they are to expreſs themſelves, that 
is very agreeable to all, and cannot but engage: But 
a more particular Deference in this way, is to be paid 
in ſome ſpecial Inſtances, e. g. From Children to their 
Parents. This is included in that Honour which Gop has 
demanded for them in the Fifth Commandment. How 
unbecominę, and how diſagreeable is it, to ſee a Child 
behave himſelf rudely towards a Parent? or expreſs 
himfelf in Terms that are diſreſpectful, and ' plainly 
ſhow that he deſpiſes thoſe whom God has ſo expreſſy 
commanded him to honour * Whereas every one is de- 
lighted, while he beholds that Reverence in the De- 
portment and Speech of a Child to his Parents, which 
is indeed no more than he owes them, and they can 
claim by the Laws of Nature and Scripture.  _ 
AND the like is expected from Servants (whether 


Apprentices, or otherwiſe diſtinguiſh'd) to their Maſters. 


This Relation calls for a reſpectful Deportment, 
. and a ſpecial Degree of Civility in 
Mal. 1. 6. Words and Geſture. A Son honoureth bis 
Father, and a Servant his. Maſter, ſays 

Gow himſelf; it is his Duty ſo to do, and therefore 
his Practice, when he acts as. he ought: And St. Paul 
exhorts Timothy to teach this; Let as 

1 Tim. 6. 1. many Servants as are under the -Yoke, count 
their own Maſters. worthy of all Honour 3 
and all Honour includes that which is ſhown in the 


Carriage and. Language, as well as otherways : And 


when they thus honour their Maſters, it is obſerv'd and 
eommended as Lovely. It is a Character that every 
ingenuous Servant will be ambitious to deſerve, © He 
& carries himſelf well towards his Maſter, and the 


© Language he gives, is always becoming the Relation 


7 ia which he ſtands. 
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AGAIN, There is ſomething ſpecial in that De- 
portment and Way'of Addreſs, that will be accounted 


decent and civil towards all Superiors, from thoſe 


who are below them; whether their Superiority ariſe 
from their Age or their outward Circumſtances 1n the 
World. It is mention'd as an Inſtance of the 
great Degeneracy of the Times, when the I, 3. 5. 
Child ſhall behave himſelf proudly againſt the | 
Ancient ;\ and the Baſe (or Perſons of meaner Rank) + 
gainſt the Hinourable. The Providence of Gop calls us 
to ſhew Reſpect to them whom he has raiſed above 
us. This he demands for Aged Perſons, with 
the moſt binding Conſideration, Thou ſhalt Lev.rg. 32* 
riſe up before the hoary Head, and honour the Face 
of the Old Man; and fear thy GO D, Iamihe LO RD:. 
The Loxpy, Jrnovau requires this Reverence, and 
has beſtow'd that Old Age which deſerves it from thee. 
Iris a becoming thing to ſee a young Perſon paying 
a True and Unaffected Reverence to the Good Man 
whom Gop has honoured with a Hoary Head, or ad- 
vanced to old Age. 2 — 
BUT beſides theſe Inſtances which require ſome- 
thing ſpecial, there is a becoming Behaviour towards 
others, be they our Equals or our Inferiours, that i; 
very Recommending and Taking; and is ſo far from 
being inconſiſtent with Religion, (if there be any ſo 


ignorant as to think ſo) that it is really enjoin'd by it, 


and refle&s a Luſtre and Credit upon it. From which 
it is evident, this can be no improper Doctrine from 
the Pulpit: For to this Purpoſe is that Ex- 
hortation of the Apoſtle, Eubos otwre- Rom. 133. 
Tiga, Let us walk with a Grace ; ſo thoſe = 
Words have been render'd, the Adverb ſignifying grace- 
fully, decently, comely, beſeemingly, Cc. and clſe- 
where are recommended to us,  #hatſoever 

Things are ſeemly, or lovely, whatſoever things Pnil. 4. 8. 
are of good Report, amongſt which, the Mat- 

ter now under Conſideration will be accounted. 
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NO ſuch a Deportment as this is truly Recom- 
mending and Lovely in young Perſons, becauſe it be- 
. 0mm a Goodneſs and an Ingenuity of Diſpoſition and 
emper ; it diſcovers a great deal of Modeſty and of 
Humility, Virtues that greatly adorn all in whom they 
are found, but eſpecially thoſe who are young. There 
are irreſiſtable Charms in that Sweetneſs of Temper, 
that Readineſs to oblige that ſuch a Behaviour expreſ- 
 fes. Whereas nothing is more forbidding, and likely 
to force an Averſion, than that Self-conceit, that Pride 
and Haughtineſs, that Diſdain and Contempt of others, 
that every Man will conclude reigns in the Breaſt of 
him whoſe Behaviour is rude and aſſuming, and his 
Language moroſe and inſolent. How ſhort do ſuch 
come of this young and wealthy Ruler, who ſalutes our 
Lord (whom yet he thought no more than a Man) 
with ſo much Civility in his Geſture and Words? 
Secondly, ANOTHER Thing truly Love. 
ly was his Freedom from groſſer Enormities, or his 
External Conformity to the Law: He was, touching 
Externals, blameleſs. When Chriſt referr'd him to the 
Commandments, be anſwered and ſaid unto him, Maſter, all 
theſe bave I obſerved from my Youth, No doubt, this was 
true in the Senſe he deſign'd it; he had ſo far pbſery'd 
them as to abſtain from the groſs external Acts of Sin; | 
for upon this Declaration of his, it is ſaid, our Lord lo- 
wed bim. He obſerv'd them in the Senſe of that Pha» | 
riſee, who · ſaid, Gop, [thank Thee I am not 
Luke 18. 11, as other Men are, Extortioners, Unjuſt, Adul- | 
terers, or even as this Publican ; but if a Man ( 
will enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, bis Righteouſneſs 


muſt exceed that of the Scribes and Phariſees, which was an : 
external Righteouſneſs only. He underſtood not the 0 
Spirituality and the Perfection of the Divine Law, which t 
extends to the inward Thoughts, the Motions and the C 
Affection of the Soul, and is a Rule to the Under- t. 
fſtanding and Will, as well as directs our outward Be- p 
Hhaviour and Actions. He conſider'd not that there is 4 if 
J I 


cammitting Murder and Adultery, & c, inthe Heart, _ 
1 | gop 
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Gov and the Man's Conſcience only can be privy to; 
that doubtleſs he had broken many of Gop's Com- 
mands in innumerable Inftances; for even the Beſt 
Men, who pay a ſincere Obedience to the revealed 
Will of Gop, are conſcious to themſelves how impery 
fect ir is, and how ſhort they come of the Extent and 
Perfection of the Law: If this be conſider'd, we can 
no more be laid to keep or obſerye the Law, while w 
fail in . than he can be ſaid to di 
charge his Truſt, who, having undertaken the Educa - 
tion of ſome younger Perſons, only inſtructs them ta 
appear neat and clean, without any Cars to form theig 
Minds, and furniſh theſe with proper Materials. © | 

BUT after all, a ſober and regular Converfation 
is not to be deſpiſed; nay, it deſerves Commendation, 
and is truly Lovely in the Eyes of all who behold it. 
It is no ſmall thing (as the Times are) for a young 
Man to be able to ſay it with Truth, that he is no 
Drunkard, no Swearer, no Lyar, no Fornicator o 
Adulterer, no Profaner of the Lord's Day, &c. Would 
to Gop that all this could be ſaid of ſome who make 
a Profeſſion, and ſometimes attend the moſt ſolemn 
Ordinances | Religion would make a better Figures 
and appear with greater Advantage in the World, if all 
who would be thought her Vataries, did bear but 
reater external Conformity to her Injunctions and 
aws: If it might be (aid of all ſuch, that they ate ne- 
ver heard to ſwear, never ſegn diſorder'd by Exceſs, 
never found Tricking, and Cheating, and Ly ing, nog 
chargeable with any other groſs Enormities. 

BUT while there are ſuch Multicudes, who give 
a looſe to their ſinful Inclinations, walking in the Ways 
of their Hearts, and in the Sight of their Eyes; who follow 
their corrupt Affections, in open and eager Purſuit of 
carnal Delights; it muſt be truly commendable in 
them who'appear Virtuous and Chaſt, Sober and Tem- 


perate, Juſt and Honeſt, and in the Senſe _ 
in which the Apoſtle ſpeaks thoſe Words, Phil 3. C. 
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14 Faithful Warning to Toung "Perſons." 
blameleſs, | i. e, in the Sight of Men. Such a Conyerfa- 


tion as this will conciliate a good Reputation from all 


about them: That the young Man will certainly gajn 
both Praiſe and Eſteem, of whom it may be ſaid,“ He 
te js not known to be given to any Vice; you may 
* take his Word and depend upon it, for he has al- 
« ways a ſtrict Regard to what he ſays: You may 
© truſt him with the Management of your Affairs; 
« for he is Juſt and Honeſt, and diligent in Buſineſs ; 
* There is no Danger of his negle&ing, forgetting 
* or betraying you; for he. never drinks to Exceſs; 
nor is he extravagant, nor does he chooſe to aſſoci- 
© ate With Perſons whoſe Characters are bad. - Theſe 
ings every ne knows will be accounted Recommen- 
ing and Lovely. ___ d e 
© Thirdly, ANOTHER Thing that was fo in this 
young Ruler, (and wherein he advances ſtill) was his 
ollicitous Concern'about Eternal Life, and his ſerious 
Enquiry after the Way to it: This was the Buſineſs he 
came to Chriſt about: There rame one Running, and 
Rneeled to Him, and asted Him, Good Maſter, What ſhall. 
T do that I may inherit Eternal Life? He does not pro- 
pole what is frivolous and vain, but a Matter of the 
greateſt 'Concern'; he does not ſeek to be reſolved in 


- ſomething that is meerly ſpeculative; nice and curious; 


nor officiouſly enquire about the Affairs of others, or 
intermeddle with Matters that no way concern'd 
him. He is ſincere in what he moves to our Lord, 
which appears from the Reſpect with which he ad- 
dreſs d him; and his being ſad at the Anſwer given 
him, and going away grieved, when it directed him 


to ſomething of greater Difficulty than he expected. 


His Queſtion ſuppoſes his firm Belief of a future State, 
and of eternal Life, and his full Perſwaſion that nothing 
could make him happy; not his Honours as a Ruler; 
not the Pleaſures of Youth, not his great Poſſeſſions, as 
he was Rich, if he did not inherit Eternal Life. That 
upon this he diſcovers his Concern about it, and to- 


gether with that a Willingneſs to do ſomething in order 
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to the Obtaining of it. What ſhall I DO that I may inbe- 
ri Eternal Life, If he thought of being {av'd by the 
Merit of his own Works, he was certainly ſo far in the 
wrong, and our Lord's Anſwer might ſerve to have ſet 
him right: For they that would hope to be ſaved by 
their own Works muſt continue from firſt to laſt to 
keep the whole Law, in every Point: A thing impoſ- 
fible to fallen Man. But tho? he might be guilty of ſo 
great a Miſtake, yet he is ſincere in the Enquiry, and 
puts it to One who would inform him right, If, poſſi- 
bly, he meant no more by it than this, in what Way, 
or by what Means, may I come to inberit eternal Life? 
All then is hitherto well, and, ſo far, as it ought to be. 
N O W ſuch. a ſerious and fincere Concern and En- 
quiry about eternal Life, is highly commendable in 

oung Perſons ; that they duly conſider, and lay to 
J there is ſuch a Thing as Eternal Liſe: That 
nothing they may poſſeſs and enjoy in the preſent 
World, can make them happy, ſhould they fall ſhort 
of it: That therefore they ſhould act and live here as 
becomes thoſe who would be Candidates of that Bleſſed 
State; and be willing to purſue any Methods, that 
muſt be attended to, as ever they would hope to poſ- 
ſels it. Now ſuch an Enquiry as includes all this, is 
very commendable in ſuch Perſons upon many Ac- 
counts, e.gr, _ 

As it diſtinguiſhes them from the Generality of 
their Age and Standing. Every one ought to be am- 
bitious of being diſtinguiſſd from Wicked Men by 

that which is Good. How few are there amongſt the 
Youth (fad indeed that it ſhould be ſo! but how few) 
that diſcover any ſuitable Concern about Eternal Life ! 
They rejoice in their Youth, and let their Heart chear 
them in the Days of their Youth, and are walking in 
the Ways of their Heart, and in the Sight of their Eyes: 
They are eating and drinking and making merry, and 
conſider not, that for theſe Things Gop will bring 
them into Judgment. They are wont to give up them- 
ſelves to the Conduct of their Luſts, and to take * 


/ 
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ting ſome ſerious Coneern about Heaven and Hell, by 
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fill of Mirth and Pleaſure. They are now perhaps lay- 


ing their Schemes for raiſing themſelves; and com- 
paſſing the Deſigns they have form'd for the preſent 


Life, and fo refuſe to entertain any ſerious Thoughts, 
or to enter into a Meditation about the World to come, 


And Life Eternal. Now, I ſay, to fee a Man diſtin- 


guiſn himſelf from the Multicude of theſe, by admit- 


4 Willingneſs to hear of theſe, and to receive Inſtructi- 
on about them, and by deſiring to be inform 'd how he 
may fly from the Wrath to come, and lay bold on Eternal 


| F974 : this will attract the Eſteem of every Good Man: 


And the moreſſo, becauſe as it is common with Youth 
to neglect theſe Things; fo in the next Place, 

THEM are under many particular Temptations to 
do ſo. Their Youthful Luſts are a ſtrong Biaſs, that 
mightily encline them to the Purſuit of carnal Plea- 
ſures, and to ſecure all poſſible Freedom of acting in 


«thoſe Purſuits : Whereas any allowed Thoughts and 


Concern about Eternal Life might prove a Check and 
a Reſtraint upon them. Their Senſes are now moſt 
lively and vigorous, and there are innumerable Objects 

continually inviting and tempting them, while their 
own Inclinations are vety propenſe to embrace them; 
they are therefore in the greateſt danger of abandon- 
ing themſelves to Mirth and Pleaſure. Beſides, ſuch 
fre wont to flatter themſelves with the Hopes of Time 
enough before them, and of a more convenient Seaſon for 
fuch Thoughts and Enquifies as theſe ; they ate ready 


to think, that they did but lately eriter on the Stage of 


Life, and therefore have may Years to come; they 
direct their Proſpect to the uttermoſt Extent of Hu- 
man Life, and ſeem to depend upon reaching it; and 
that then, in ſome of their later Years, #nd perhaps 
on their dying Bed, it will be time enough to begin 
to be concern'd® about Eternal Life. Now thio' the 
Folly of ſuch Pretences as theſe is evident to every one 
that will a little conſider, yet ſeeing they prevail with | 
the Multitude, it muſt be a very commendable thing 
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to break through all theſe Temptations, and to be 
ſetting the Face 10 far towards Sion, 2s to be enquiring, in 
the Days of Youth, the way thither. Again, 

II is, in ſome good meaſure, a Compliance with 
the expreſs Commands of Gop to Young People, 
who has call'd upon them to know, to conſider, that 
He will bring them into Judgment: To Remember their 
Creator in the Days of their Youth: To ſeek Him early: T.0 
Cleanſe their Way, by taking heed thereunto according to his 
Word, &c. Now they who have any due Concern a- 
bout the Enjoyment of Gop in Eternal Life, and a- 
bout the Courſe that is to be taken, in order to the 
inheriting it, they do ſo far comply with theſe Com- 
mands of God ; and where a Regard is had to a Di- 
— ſo much there is good and amiable. 

aſtly, . 

THEY who are enquiring after Eternal Life 
while they are young, have the more Time to purſue 
the Advice that is given them, and thereby to /ay up in 4 
ſtore for Themſelves a good Foundation againſt the Time to 
come, which is the beſt way to free themſelves from 
many Doubts and Fears, that might otherwiſe run 
through all that Time of Life, wherein they neglect 
this matter : For thus they may ſecure to themſelves a 
Good Hope through Grace, and thoſe many ſtrong Conſola- 
tions that will flow from it : Thus may they be freed 
from that Bondage, which many are in, through Fear of 
Death, while they apprehend that natural Death may 
tranſmit them to Eternal Death. Such Advantages 
they'll receive all that Time, wherein they have be- 
fore them the delightful Proſpect of inheriting Eternal 
Life. Thus they are like to be well provided for Old 
Age, with all its Evils, if they ſhould advance to it; 
and for a Dying Time, be it ſooner or later. Now 
this diſcovers a great deal of Wiſdom, and Foreſight, 
and Prudence; things that appear very amiable in 
Young Perſons, eſpecially when they are exerciſed in 
| MW *atrers of ſuch momentous Conſequence as this. 
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IH Us you ſee what there was Recommending 
and Lovely in this young Enquirer, in whom yet that 
which is of the greateſt Importance was wanting. 
As for you, my Brethren, who kindly encourage 
this Lecture, I can ſay, theſe Recommending Qualifi- 
cations are to be found in many of you, with whom J 
have been acquainted. Your civil and courteous De- 
portment and Carriage, your ſober and regular Life 
: and Converſation, ſtain'd with none of the blacker 
4 Crimes, and that Concern that appears in you about 
; Eternal Life, do render you truly amiable, and wor- 
thy of Commendation. I hope and believe, that ſome 
of you, ſeveral of you, have advanced yet farther 
. than he did, of whom you have now been hearing; 
of but thoſe of you who are ſuch as he was, Chriſt will 
. behold and love, as He did him: And theſe things 
have appear d ſo excellent and recommending to ma- 
my Reverend and Worthy Perſons, who have beheld 
|, you at your Annual Meetings, that they have attracted 
their Eſteem and Love for you, and rais'd their Hearts 
in ſome Petitions and Thankſgivings, which I have 
. heard them offer to Gop, on your behalf. That you 
| are concern'd and enquiring about Eternal Life, ap- 
peears from your uniting in ſuch a Society to encourage 
my Miniſtry, ſuch as Gov makes it, the Deſign of 
which is, and has been for ſo many Years, to inſtruct 
you in the way that leads to it. 

WHAT I have ſaid with reſpect to ſome of you, is 
my Heart's Deſire and Prayer for all: That beſides what 
has been already inſiſted on, you may be poſfeſs'd of 
that One great Thing, which our Lord faw lacking in 
this young Few. You ſee how far he attain'd, and 
yet, tor ought appears, through that Defect, he was 
loſt after all. So that as I would be faithful to your 
Souls, I muſt warn you of this, and do all that Gov 
ſhall aſſiſt me to, that this one thing may not be want- 
ing; and in order to this, I doubt not but You will 

bear with me, while I proceed to the Second General, I 


propoſed, which is, 
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II TO ſhew what that is, of ſuch Importance, that 
may-be wanting, whiile yet there may be much that 
is recommending and lovely,  Je/us hebolding bim, loved 
biin, and ſaid umo himo One thing tou lackeſt. This one 
thing is of the greateſt Conſequence, and of very exten- 
five Influence ; amd by reflecting on the Context, we 
ſhall find it was this, Such a Principle of Love to GoD in 
bil Soul, at might raiſe him above the inordinate Love of the 
Mord and quicken bim to the Diſcharge of every Part of 
bis Dili towards Gop. and his NVeigbbour. 17 40 
O Lon referr d him to the Commandments of 
the fert; as well as the ſecond Table. For tho' he par- 
ticularly repeats ſome only, yet you find him ſpeak 
of all in general; Thon knoweſt the Command ments, and, 
if thow wilt enter into Life, keep the Commandments. Up- 
on which he replies, that all theſe be had obſeryed from 
bit Yoath, wherein he profeſſes ki have lov'd Gop.and 
his Neighbour, according to the. Directions of the 
Law: Chrift to let him ſce how: defective he was in 
his. Love to both, commands him to , ſel! h οẽ,wr he 
bad, and give to the Poor. He knew that an inordinate 
Love to the World was his reigning Sin, and that this 
could not conſiſt with that Love to Gop which he de- 
mands; Chriſt therefore, as a Lawgiver, gives forth 
ſuch a Command, as might immediately convict him of 
it; For by bringing Gov and the World in Competi- 
tion, it preſently appears which has the Preference. 
The bidding him ell whatſoever he had, was not (ass 
the Papiſts pretend) a Counſel of Perfection, directing 
Men to ſomething more than neceſſary Duty, which 
makes our Compliance (as they ſay) a meritorious 
Act: But it was a particular Command, which our Lord 
ſaw fit to give to this Man, ſomewhat like that to A- 
braham, to offer his only Son: Such ſort of Precepts 
being accommodated to the particular Circumftances 
of the Perſon, and the ſpecial Occaſions whereon they 
are given; tho they teach in general (what is inclu- 
ded in the Command of loving Gop with all our 
C2 | Heart, 
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Heart, Cc.) that we ſhould be ready to part with our 
All out of Love and Duty to God, if ever he ſhould 
call for it, as ſometimes he does in the Way of his Pro- 
vidence: As we are to lay down our very Lives, when 
we can preſerve them upon no other Conditions, but 
fuch as would diſcover a Want of Love and Duty. to 
Gop. He does not love Gop above all, who is not 
ready to part with all for his ſake : Nor can he ſincere- 
ly obey him, who will not forſake whatever he has, 
at his Call. We are not ſure (tho a great Probabili- 
ty of it there may ſeem to be) that Gop will call us to 
part with our All for him: But it is very evident he 
expect; we ſhould love him at ſuch a Rate as would 
make us willing to do ſo. You ſee then that the great 


thing wherein the Ruler was defective, was (as Laid) 


ſuch a Principle of Love to God in his Soul, as might raiſe 
him above the inordinate Love of the World, and quicken 
him to the Diſcharge of every Part of bis Duty towards 
Gop and his Neighbour. 22597 
SUCH a Principle as this is upon ſeveral Accounts 
peculiarly neceſſary to them, who are in the Days of 
their Youth: For they are in the uttermoſt Danger 
from Love to the World, if the Love of Gop do not 
prevail above it ; and this Love of Gop is abſolutely 
neceſſary to the diſcharging ſome particular Duties 
that they are call'd to. | | 
Firſt, I SAY, They are in the. uttermoſt Danger 
from Love to the World, if the Love of Gop do not 
prevail above it. Young People are wont to be much 
addicted to the preſent World; the Apoſtle Fohn in- 
| timates this, when ſoon after thoſe 
1 John 2. 14, 1. Words, I have written unto you, Young 
| Men, it follows, Love not the World, 
neither the things that are in the World: And he preſent- 
ly explains what he means by the World ; for all that 
# in the World, ſays he, the Luſt of the Fleſh, and the Luſt 
of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life, u not of the Father, but 
of the World. That by Love to the World there, he 
means an inordinate Love to bodily Pleaſures,and 100 
| _— . 


— 


Dr r ac W ii =m= 24 


ho pp — 


= @ 28 


. - 
« 
il » %, * 
. 


K 
K 
* 


„ 


— : — — 
Faithful Warning to Toung Perſons. 21 
ful Delights, which are call'd the Luſts of the Fleſh : Or, 


to Riches and great Poſſeflions, term'd the Luſt of the 
Eye: Or elſe to Honours and Dignities, and whatſo- 
ever Men are wont to pride themſelves in, ſtyled 
therefore, the Pride of Life. And a ſinful Addictedneſs to 
any of theſe, is one of the moſt dangerous Hinderan- 
ces in the way of Salvation. As will appear from the 
following Conſiderations. 

(1.) IT will prevent their entring on the Ways of 
Gov, and attending to the great Concerns of their 
Souls. Unregenerate Men would fain have Eternal 
Life on their own Terms: They would be allow'd to 
purſue the World, and place their Happineſs in it, 
while they are here; and when they are forced to leave 
it, then they would be admitted into Heaven, tho” 
they never acted as if they thought ic worth looking 
after before. And how can it be ſuppos'd that Men 
ſhould be duly concern'd about Gop and Heaven, a- 
bout paying their Duty to Him, and ſecuring Eternal 
Life, when their Affections are chiefly beſtowed on 
the-World 2 Now Young Men are under particular 
Temptations to love the World. They look upon 
themſelves as juſt enter d upon it, and preſume that 
they have a great many Years to ſpend in it : They 
have now their Fortunes to make, and have propoſed 
many ſecular Deſigns to themſelves, and give into an 
eager Purſuit of all the Methods by which they hope 
to accompliſh them: And while they are thus employ- 
ed, Go, their Souls, and Eternal Life, are over-look'd 
and neglected : Their Minds become more and more 
earthly and ſenſual, and ſo they grow yet farther in- 
diſpos'd to ſpiritual Objects, and Things of Ecernal 
Duration. Tho' it would profit & Man nothing to gain 
the whole World, and loſe his own Soul; yet they venture 
the Loſsof their Souls in the immoderate Purtbing, and 
Hopes of obtaining only ſome part thereof, and which 
can be but ſmall in compariſon of the whole. 

(2.) THO” they ſhould begin well, and make ſome 


Progreſs too, (as he in the Text) yet a prevailing Lov 
2 "Y 1 
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to the World will prevent their perfevering. It will 
cauſe them to apoſtatize from their Profeſſion, of Se- 
riouſneſs in it, and ſo render their latter End worſe 
than their Beginning. Our Lord tells 
Marth. 13.23. us, He that teceived the Seed among ſt 
Mark 4. 19. Thorns, u be that heareth the Mord; and 
ikke Care of this World, and the Deceitfulne(s 
of Riches, and the Luſt of other things, choak the Word; aud 
de betorreth unfruit ful. Love to the World deſtroys all thoſe 
good Deſires, Affections, Inclinations and Purpoſes, 
that were begotten by the Word. When Men, in 
whom it prevails, begin to find, that their inordinate 
ꝓurſuits of the World, and a religious Courſe, are in- 6 
conſiſtent things, and that they muſt quit the one or | 
the other ; then they deſert Religion, and oftentimes | 
. lay aſide the very Profeſſion of it. St. 5 
2 Tim. 4. 10. Paul complains eo Timothy, that 'Demas 6 
0 
1 


had forſaken him, having lowed this preſent 
World. Now thoſe particular Temptations, to which 
younger Perſons are expos d, make their Danger the 
greater in this Reſpect too. That however good a 
Profeſſion they make at preſent, there can be very 
nttle Ground to hope that they ll perſevere, if they - 
allow themſelves in an undue Love of the World. 
How frequently is it to be obſerv'd, that ſuch as be- 
gin well, and ſometimes join themſelves with Religions 
Societies, and attend for a while on the Ordinances 
miniſtred to them, yet are carry'd off by a worldly 
Mind, and return to Sin and Folly. Pub 
© BUT if they ſhould: hold out in the outward: Pro- 
feſſion for any conſiderable Term, yet if a Time of 
Perſecution and Trial ſhould come, then their Love 
to the World will be ſure: to draw them back. Oh 
Chriſtians! nothing can ſecure us at ſuch a Seaſon, the 
but a Principle of Love to Gos, raiſing us above the ; 
Love of this World. We read that be 
Mat. 13. 20,1. that received the Seed into ſtony Places, the 
. ſame i be that heareth the Word, and anon 
with Joy rectiveth it, he underſtands, believes, nne 
and 


7 


—Faithful Warning 7 Toung Pe 2 23 


and approves of what he hears, ſo that it ſprings up 
in an outward Profeflion, and a temporary Faith; 
Yet hath he not Root in himſelf, but dureth for a while, for 
when Tribulation or Perſecution ariſeth becauſe of the Word, 
by and by he is offended. Such have ſome Mind to the 
good Ways of Gop,but they dare not continue in them 
when Sufferings are in view ; they will not take up the 
Croſs and follow Chriſt. Now Young Perſons, who are 
expecting great things from the World, and think of 
living a long while in it, when once it has got their 
Hearts, will throw off a Profeſſion, and abandon the 
Intereſt of Chriſt, when they are like to ſuffer to & 
great Degree, if they ſhould chooſe to adhere to it. It 
muſt be a Love to Gov, overpowering the Love of 
the World, that will make Men rake joyfully the ſpoiling 
of their Goods upon ſuch Occafions ; and enable them 
to ſay, when Bond: and Aftittions abide them, that none 
of theſe things move them, neither count they their Lives dear 
unto themſelves, that they may finiſh their Courſe with Foy. 
HENCE then it appears, that theſe Perſons are in 

| extream Danger from Love to the World, if that be 
ry not ſubdu'd by prevailing Love to Gop : But if he be 
y "Ml fupfeamly lov'd, as he ought to be, then the ſecuring 
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d. his Favour, and the Eternal Enjoyment of his bliſsful 
e- Preſence will be purſu'd with more earneſt Deſire, than 
ms any worldly Advantages : and this will keep the Chri- 
es ſtian ſteddy in his Purſuits, and perfevering to the 


ly Death: Neither Life nor Death ——— Neither Things 
preſent, nor Things to come, neither Heighth nor Depth, nor 


o- any other Creature, ſhall draw them off from that Reli- 
of gious Courſe, which Love to Gop has lead them into: 
ve And this brings me to the ſecond thing. 

D. Secondly, LOVE to Gov is abſolutely neceſſary to 
20, their regarding, and attending to, ſome particular Du- 
he ties incumbent on them. There are many Duties, that 
| be Souls, who love not God, will never engage in ; ma- 
the ny Commands that they'll never comply with: But 
non Love to him will ſweeten the moſt unpleaſant Work, 


Command- 


ers and make the Soul run in the Way of God's 
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ments, accounting none of them grievous. I ſhall now 
inſtance in Two only, that have a particular Reference 
to Young Perſons, viz. their ſhunning evil Compani- 
ons, and their ſubduing and fleeing youthful Luſt, | 
(I.) THEIR ſhunning ofevil Companions. A thing 
that the Spirit of God does ſo much inſiſt on in the 
SPED Word, and with ſuch manifeſt Rea- 
Vid. Sermon, of ! ” fon too. For ſuch as Men chooſe to 
wry 7 18, Converſe moſt frequently and famili- 
arly wich, will have an eaſy Admiſ- 
ſion into their Souls, and by degrees will get an en- 
tire Aſcendant over them; and then whatever they 
turn into Jeſt and Ridicule (as they will a Religious 
Profeſſion) is like to be little accounted of: and what- 
ever they ſet themſelves to promote and perſwade to 
(as they will to a greater Liberty than is conſiſtent 
with ſuch a Profeſſion) is like to prevail; that it would 


ä 


be no wonder if Perſons ſhould leave Religious Soci- 


eties, and ceaſe to make a Proſeſſion, when a Famili- 
arity with ſuch Companions is affected and choſen. 
Examples have a ſtrange and inſenſible Foree, eſpeci- 
ally when they become very agreeable, as thoſe of 
choſen Companions are like to be. Youth: are fore- 
warn'd of their Danger in this Reſpect, when they 
| read that 4A Companion of Fools ſhall 

Prov. 13-20. be deftroyed, and when Gop has di- 

| rected to them ſuch Commands as theſe, 
— 4. 14 Enter not into the Path of the Wicked, and 

: £0 not in the way of evil Men. If Sinners 
entice thee, conſent thou not, &c; But yet 
there is great Danger of their aſſocia- 
ting with ſuch : For Youth is ſtrongly enclin'd toſome 
fort of good Fellowſhip, while the wicked and vain 
do every where abound, and many of them have Cun- 
ning and Ingenuity enough to inſinuate themſelves in- 
to the Eſteem of others, at preſent, better than them- 
ſelves; and to recommend their Society, by ſomething 
Engaging in their Tempers and Way; they have the 
Art of enticing, in order to win the Company, * 
N ng - 
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the Conſent of ſuch as are inapprehenſive how dange- 
rous 2 thing it is to begin a Familiaeity wich them. Now 
I know nothing that will ſecure their Compliance with 
thoſe Commands of Gov, that refer to this, ſhort of a 
Principle of Love to him; that will preſerve them from 
Chooſing {ſuch Companions ; For Love to Gop will make 
a Man hate whatever he ſces in another contrary to the 
Divine Nature and Will: And his Hatred of that will 
make him keep at a Diſtance from thoſe who delight 
in things that are ſo. And if his Circumſtances may 
ſometimes oblige him to be preſent wich Men of thar 
Character, this will be his Preſervative, and an effe- 
ual Antidote againſt the Infection that might other- 
wiſe ſeize him. | 
(2.) THE ſubduing and fleeing Yonth- 
ful Luſts. Such is the Exhortation to Ti- 2 Tim. 2. 22. 
mothy, Flee alſo Youthful Luſts, There are 
many particular Sins, to which, while their Senſes are 
ſo quick and lively, young Perſons are more ſtrongly 
inclin'd: A Reflection on the Prevalency of which has 
ſometimes much afflicted and humbled good Men, in 
their more advanced Age. The Pſalmiſt 
deprecates Gop's remembring the Sins of Pſalm 25. 7. 
bis Youth. Job complains, that he had Job 13. 26. 
ritten bitter Things againſt him, and made 
him to poſſeſs the Iniquities of bis Youth, And the Danger 
uſt be great when the inward Corruptions are ſtrong, 
and the outward Incentives, that are as Fuel or as Fire 
o them, do every where abound, and the great Ene- 
y of Souls is ſo watchful and diligent to devour. 
ow then ſhall ſuch Perſons be ſecur'd, and prevail'd 
th to flee theſe youthful Luſts? Love to Go b in 
heir Souls will effect this. This will inſpire them with 
hat brave Anſwer to every Temptation, How {ball I 
jo this Wickedneſs, and ſin againſt GO D? the Gop 
hom have ſuch infinite Reaſon to Love? This will 
ake them fearful of all the Occaſions of Sin, and 
tp them at a Diſtance from whatſoever chey have 
down to prove fatal to others, and at any time en- 
a D | danger 
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danger themſelves : This will put them upon Uſing all 
the Means of Refiſtance and Mortification, in Com- 
pliance with Gop's Command, ſuch as Hearing and 
Reading the Word, Meditation and Prayer, &c. 

THUS you ſee what that is of ſuch Importance, 
that may be wanting in thoſe, in whom notwithſtand- 
ing, there may be much that is Recommending and 


Lovely. 


HI. I PROPOSED to ſhew, that it is an Act of 
Faithfulneſs and Love to Souls, to give them Warning 
of this. It was in Faithfulnefs and Love to the Ruler, 
that our Lord tells him of his Defect. And how can 
they be faithful, and inſpir'd with any Degree of Love r 
to them, who are entruſted with Souls, and yet neg- n 
le& to do this? Now every Man to whom Gow has 
given Opportunity to be ſerviceable to the Soul of ano- [| { 
ther, has ſuch a Truſt committed to him: We are 

therefore commanded in the general, to . 

| Heb. 3.13. cæbort one another daily, (i.e. in every. pro- u: 
per Seaſon) whileit is called to Day, leſt a- g 

ny be hardned through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. 
BUT as Parents and Maſters are, in a more parti- in 
cular Manner, intruſted with the Souls of their Chil- 
dren and Servants ; and Miniſters eſpecially with the 
Souls of their Perple, they cannot be faithful if they do 
not forewarn them of their Danger, while they are 
lacking in a Matter of ſuch Importance and Moment. 
And whence ſhould their earneſt, tho' mild, Admoni- 
tions and Warnings proceed, but from a Senſe of their 
Duty to God, and a Loye to Immortal Souls ? for 0- 
therwiſe our Inclination and Intereſt might lead us to 
flatter Men, as if all were fafe and well, when yet 
they may be in no better a Caſe than he in the Text. 


But I haſten, 
IV. TO the Application. 
Firſt, IMITATE this Young Man in what-ever 
has appear'd commendable in him. Who'ſeever things 
RE : are 


E 
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are lovely, whatſoever Things are of good Repart, if there be 
any Virtue, and if there be any Praiſe, think on theſe Things, 
Copy after thoſe who are exemplary in them. Multi- 
tudes of Nominal Chriſtians come ſhort of this //orldly 
Jew, but that is their Wickedneſs and Folly ; and they 
have Reaſon to fear, that the Advances which he and 
many 4 Heathen have made, will ſerve to make their Sin 

appear the more heinous, and to aggravate their Miſery 

at laſt. Tho' theſe Things are not ſufficient, yet we 

ought not to think too meanly of them, ſeeing they 

were amiable in the Eye and Eſtimate of our Redeem- 

er himſelf. 

LET us be careful then to appear, by our De- 
portment and Carriage towards all we have to do with, 
meek and gentle, courteous and affable ; for theſe 
things are lovely, and of good Report; And as un- 
ſeemly and odious are a moroſe and churliſh Diſpoſi- 
tion and Temper ; or an inſolent and haughty Beha- 
viour, tho? it be towards the meaneſt Inferiours. Let 
us ſee that our outward Converſation be ſober and re- 
gular, and in order to it, take Care that we make not 
light of any of choſe Sins that muſt ſtain and blacken it, 
in the Eyes of every ſerious Beholder. Let us beware 
of ſpending the Whole of our Time in a Solicitude and 
Care, what we ſhall eat, and what we ſhall drink, bere- 
withal we ſhail be cloathed, and how we may proſper in 
the World; but let us concern our ſelves about Eternal 
Life, and be inquiring how we may come to inherit 
it. But, 

Secondly, LE T us take heed of reſting in theſe 
things, and of concluding that this is enough. Out- 
ward Civility and an Abſtinence from blacker Crimes, 
with a Deſire after Heaven, and ſome Enquiries a- 
bout it, are not ſufficient without a higher Advance. 
It is ten thouſand Pities, a Man accompliſh'd ſo well 
as this, ſhould ſuffer himſelf to drop into Hell for want 
of proceeding farther : But thus far Natural Men may 
go, and you muſt do ſomething more than they, if you 
would hope that all ſhall be well at laſt. What do you 

| D 2 more. 
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mere than others? Except a Man be born again be cannot 
ſee the Kingdom of GO D. Without Faith it is im- 
poſſible to pleaſe GOD, as he is pleas'd with them whom 
he ſaves. Without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the LORD. 
Tyirdly,SEE that you kindly receive any Notices that 
are given you of this ſort, and faichfully improve them. 
Remember that Chriſt himſelf has forewarn'd you of 
theſe things, and made it the Duty of others to do ſo: 
That whatever Inſtructions you receive of this nature 
- from them, are Inſtances of Faithfulneſs and Love to 
5 Him and to your Souls. Improve them then by enqui- 
4 ring, whether you have got beyond the Jew in the Text; 
4 whether you are ſecur'd of that One, that Main Thing 
9 that was wanting in him to his Ruin, ſo far as appears 
to us: If you are, it will evidence to you that you are 
born again, it will be attended with ſaving Faitb, and prove 
a Principle of Holy Obedience to Gop. Therefore, 
Fourthly, I N the Words of Foſhua, 
Joſh. 23. 11. Take good heed unto your ſelves, that you love 
| the Lo RD your Gop : that this, may raiſe 
you above the ſinful Love of the World, and quicken 
you to the chearful Diſcharge of every Duty. And 
in order to your Loving of Gov, | , 
SERIOUSLY and frequently meditate on the Di- 
vine Perfections, which are the proper Object of your 
Eſteem. Often entertain your ſelves with the Dilſ- 
plays of his Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, in” the 
Works of Creation and Providence, particularly thoſe 
we do this Day commemorate ; in all of them you 
have the viſible Signatures of immenſe Power, and of 
Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; eſpecially ſee you fre- 
quently reflect on the Gracious Conduct of Gop to- 
wards your ſelves throughout the whole Courſe of 
your Lives: And particularly inſiſt in your Meditations 
on that amazing Inſtance of the Love of Gop in re- 
deeming the World by the Blood of his Son. Let ear- 
neſt Prayer to Gop attend theſe things, that He would 
direct your Hearts. into the Love of GoD, and ſhed it abroad 
in your Souls. Thus endeavour to become the true 
Ecvers of Gp. | | DEE. AND 


I 
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AND let me now remind you, that nothing can 
keep you fteady in your Chriſtian Profeſſion, and a 
Religious Courſe, without it. We have for a conſi- 
derable time enjoy'd the Liberty of making an open 
Profeſſion, and of Worſhipping Gop according to 
Conſcience, and as we are fully perſwaded, agree- 
ably to his own Inſtitutions, while none has made us 
o: afraid. How ſoon the Scene may be chang d, Gon 


ire alone knows; but they who obſerve the Tendencies of 
to Things, and the preſent State we are in, fear it will 
ui- not be long firſt. We may ſoon come to the Tryal, 
xt; whether we are fincere and hearty for Gop, or no. 
ng The Moral Prognoſticks (I am ſure) look black and 
ars thicken apace. Now nothing is like to make us cou- 
are ragious, conſtant and comfortable in trying Times, 
ve ſhort of the Love of Gop ſhed abroad in our Hearts. 
CONSIDER again, what a dreadful thing it 
ua, will be, after we have made ſome plauſible Advances, 
oVe to die in our Sins, and to be deſtitute of that which is 
iſe ſaving: To have that Bleſſed Feſws, who is faithfully 
en warning us now of what is defective, pronouncing his 
nd condemning Sentence againſt us in the Great Day for 


: ſuch a — and then ſay ing unto us, how good 
Di- an Appearance ſoever you made, I know you, that ye 
our had not the Love of GOb in you. 


iſ- AND conſider, I pray you, on this Day, wherein 
the we profeſs with Gratitude ro commemorate the Deli- 
ole verances Gop has graciouſly wrought for us, how 
ou little it will avail us, that we are ſaved from the Tyrau- 
| of m of Men, if for want of Love to Gop we continue 
re- Slaves to Satan and to our Luſts, and are led Captive 
to- by theſe uſurping Lords: How little will a Delive- 
of rance from Popery avail us, if after all we miſs of Eter- 
ons nal Life, and go down to Hell beneath? How poor 
re- a Pretence is it to Gratitude, that we love the Me- 
ar- mory of our late Grortous DETIIVERER, if we prove 
uld ſo ungrateful as not to love the Gov whoſe Inſtrument 
oad he was, and who made him ſo eminently ſucceſsful 2 
rue With what Frames of Heart are we like to reflect on 


ſuch 


| 
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ſuch Deliverances as theſe, if we have reaſon to con- 


clude, even theſe, may be means of rendring our Sen- 


tence and our Puniſhment leſs tolerable at laft : For 
i we go on in a Courſe of Enmity to Gop and Re- 
bellion againſt Him, under that Light, and choſe 
Helps we enjoy, by means of our Liberty, and the Pro- 
reſtant Religion, ſecur'd by both the Deliverances of this 
Day, this will render our Condemnation more into- 
lerable than that of Pagan and of Popiſh Countries. 
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